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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 























































































































solutions and practices 
are they employing to 
meet their goals and  
how might knowledge 
of these innovations 
be further 
disseminated? 
How can the innovations 
and espoused values of 
neo-homesteaders 
contribute to a larger 
vision of durable 
communities and 
bioregional sustainability 
through the Adirondack 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure Two: Nested approach illustrating how neo-homesteaders can serve as catalysts in 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































•Get to the know member 
of the group and earn 
acceptance. 
In the Field 
•Do as the locals do. 
This sets the stage 
for how well the 
researcher blends in 
with the field and 
the quality of 
observable events 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure Four: The Adaptive Cycle highlights the dynamic behavior of social and ecological 
systems and demonstrates both areas of greater relative stability (fore loop) and areas of 



















Figure Five: Six-Step Adaptive Management Model which is well suited for addressing discrete, 
technical dimensions of sustainability but may not sufficiently address social questions 

















Figure Six: The Stacy Landscape Diagram correlates agreement and certainty which is central 
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